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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cov rshe t with the correspond nee address -- 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 October 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for foimal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 6-17 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-5 and 17 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documerits have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of. a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTC)-152) 

6) □ Other: 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 030, 
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Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 0104 



Application/Control Number: 10/091,305 Page 
Art Unit: 2829 

Applicant's election with traverse of the species of Figure 1 in Paper No. 1003 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the grouhd(s) that the embodiments are presented 
as components of a generic invention and that all species should be considered in the 
present application. This is not found persuasive because Applicants have not shown 
that the identified species are not patentably distinct. Admission on the record that the 
species are not patentably distinct will result in rejoinder of all species so identified. 
Applicants' attention is directed to the paragraph beginning "Should applicant traverse" 
on page 3 of the Office Action of September 16, 2003. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claims 6-17 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in Paper 
No. 1003. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Applicants contend that claim 17 reads on Figure 1. The 
Examiner finds claim 17 to be directed to Figure 8 and to not be generic to both Figures 
1 and 8. The requirements for the computer as set forth in claim 17 apply to the 
computer configuration for Figure 8 and not for Figure 1 . In addition, the limitation of 
claim 17 for a voltage detection means for detecting a voltage between a drive signal 
input terminal and a current supply terminal of said power transistor is readable on 
Figure 8 and not on Figure 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/091,305 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2829 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The formula of Equation 1 of Applicants' specification has two unknowns, Ise and T, 



and only one equation is presented. It is not clear how the computer solves Equation 1 
to obtain a value of T. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. It is not clear how the computer can solve an 
equation with two unknowns. 

The prior art made of record and not relie.d upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Widlar and Galli are cited to show prior art apparatus wherein 
temperature of a power transistor is sensed using mirror current. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Ernest F. 
Karlsen at telephone number 703-305-4768. 




Ernest F. Karlsen 



ERNEST KARLSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



January 8, 2004 



